Dear State SARB members:
As you know, on August 2, 2004, Jack O'Connell approved our sixth

recommendation to eliminate the sunset provision from Education Code

Section 48293(c) (Chapter 465, Statutes of 2000) and modify the

language regarding the court's authority to order enrollment or

reenrollment of a student in school. 

Currently AB 2525, Education's omnibus bill, includes our sixth

recommendation and  would accomplish most of what the State SARB

intended.  AB 2525 is 49 pages long, and our amendment of Section 48293

is found in Section 43 on page 31 of the html version

(http:www.leginfo.ca.gov).

Our sixth recommendation advocated the removal of the January 1, 2005

sunset date for Education Code Section 48293(c) because that provision

needs to continue to provide clear authority to the court for enforcing

the compulsory education law by ordering a convicted parent to enroll a

child in school. The one thousand dollar fine for willful violation of

this order is much higher than the other fines authorized in Section

48293.

Currently, the language in AB 2525 would not remove the sunset date of

January 1, 2005, as we recommended, but it would extend the date to

January 1, 2006. This gives the State SARB time to continue to advocate

for the removal of any sunset date to help ensure that the courts have

the authority they need to ensure that all California children have

access to an education, even in those rare circumstances where parental

support is lacking. 

Despite the fact that the January 2004 Legislative Analyst's Report 

determined that this code subsection is not used to penalize parents who

home-school or otherwise privately educate their children, there is

apparently still some concern that this law could be used in that way.

State SARB needs to continue to make the case that Education Code

penalties to parents will only be applied by the court when parent

support is needed to keep children in school. The only parents referred

to courts by SARBs have children who are being deprived of their

education. Even most home-schooling organizations are no longer

concerned about court orders which could compel them to enroll their

children in schools since SARBs are not referring homeschooling parents

to courts.

The language in AB 2525 follows the State SARB recommendation to add

the word "reenroll" to Section 48293(c) since most parents referred to

courts have children who have already been enrolled in schools. The

amended language now clarifies that the court may order the person

convicted to "immediately enroll or reenroll the pupil in the

appropriate school or education program and provide proof of enrollment

to the court." This language ensures that the parent or guardian may be

required to take the child to school for enrollment or reenrollment and

come back to the court with proof. 

We will know tomorrow if the Governor allows the modifications to

Education Code Section 48293(c) in AB 2525 to become law.

I look forward to seeing all of you at our next meeting on Thursday,

October 21, at the California Department of Education. Yesterday Chuck

Nichols and I met with CDE managers to discuss State SARB concerns about

the accuracy of the reported truancy rates, and I believe State SARB

will be able to garner strong CDE support if we develop a strategy for

encouraging accurate truancy rates. Our objectives of increasing the

accuracy of reported truancy rates and the  implementation of effective

SARB summary reports correspond with the CDE objective of building

capacity for local education agencies to organize and implement more

effective learning support strategies. Chuck has agreed to come to the

State SARB meeting to add his expertise on the collection of truancy

rates and how the rates might be verified during the CCR process by

comparing the number of truants reported on the Consolidated

Applications to the number of truancy notifications reported for mandate

reimbursement.

I am also hoping that many of you will be able to come to the State

Superintendent's High School Summit at the Sacramento Convention Center

on October 25 to 26 to take part in the our workshop as well as the

other workshops in the strand for Intervention and Support Services for

Students.

See you soon!
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